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credit is due to class groups who organised 
such events as the Christmas Fair, Pink Day 
and the Sale of Work/Sports Challenge more 
recently. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all who contribute to the life of the college.  
I hope each of you has a good summer and 
on behalf of the staff I would like to extend 
our best wishes particularly to those who are 
sitting State examinations over the coming 
weeks.  

Orla Kehily 

Principal 

As another school year draws to a close 
we can pause to reflect on some of the 
good things that have happened since 
August /September last. 

Over 550 students enrolled in the college 
at mainstream, Repeat Leaving Certificate, 
Post Leaving Cert and adult levels and it 
has been a busy but rewarding year. 
While teaching and learning remain the 
focus of what we do, lots of students con-
tributed in many ways to the life of the 
college. 

In sport, we had a good year in boxing, 
athletics, soccer and in the Ballymun GAA 

Tournament. With lots of experience in 
the JCSP ñMake A Bookò initiative we went 
on to publish work presented by students 
in this yearôs Poetry & Prose competition. 
The book was given to all visitors who 
attended our official opening of the JCSP 
Library on 18th May. Well done to all who 
are now in print! Meanwhile at PLC/Adult 
level we retained our winning  title in 
CDVEC Sports and Cultural Councilôs Nel-
son Mandela Cup ï the  Public Speaking 
Competition for international students. In 
the midst of hard work we managed to 
raise close to ú5000  for charity and great 
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Library Opening 

Principal: Ms Kehily  -  Deputy Principal: Ms Murphy  -  Phone No. 01 -8371689 / 8371680  -   Fax 01-8368066 

The official opening of the JCSP library was on 

May 18th. First we did a guard of honour for the 

two Dublin hurlers, Joey Boland and Thomas 

Brady. Then we all got pictures with the hurlers 

and autographs signed. Then we went into the 

library. There were lots of people there. Ms Ke-

hily was talking about the library and all the 

things we did there. The minister talked and 

opened the library. Aaron Keogh, Michael Myers 

and Curtis Delaney all did poems. The first 

years did a  puppet show and Gary O Toole 

presented flowers to Ms Barrett. 

 Written by Tadgh Godwin and Dylan Heffernan 



A cartoonist Kevin Sutherland aka 

(Kev F) came in to our school be-

cause our great librarian Ms Barrett 

kindly asked him to drop in to us. 

While he was here he first told us 

that anyone can draw. He pulled up 

a few of us to prove that we can 

draw. Kevin then got us to make our 

own comics with our own ideas. Kev 

started to draw the cover of our 

comic while we drew our own ones. 

When he was finished the cover he 

started to draw all of us one by one. 

It was a great day. We even got to 

take home a copy of everything we 

did. I had a brilliant time and I think 

that it is a privilege to have anything 

close to it. Since then my art has 

improved immensely. 

By Kyle Staunton 
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Squigy  
Squigy has been moved to the Squigy has been moved to the 

library where he is has settled library where he is has settled 

in very well.  in very well.    

  

  

  

  

Ms Barrett is working hard, try-Ms Barrett is working hard, try-

ing to keep him ing to keep him awayaway  form the form the 

books!books!  

Make a  book is a  great thing. You 
get to make your own book. We had 

to write about our first year in Plunket 

College. We wrote the story in English 
and Mr. Vipond put it into Irish.  

When the books were done we 
brought them to the exhibition in 

town. We had to a treasure hunt. It 
was easy. During the exhibition we 

had our photo taken. When we were 

leaving we got water and a bar.  

Written by Karl OôNeill 

Storyteller  
A storyteller Niall de Burca 

came to our library.  He 

told us lots of interesting 

stories.  We really enjoyed 

the session. 

Make a Book Exhibition  

Milk and cereal bars are available 
for Junior Cycle studentsð

Plunket College promotes a 

healthy diet among its students.  

Lunch Time Soccer  
During the year soccer was held on 

every Monday and Friday from 

12.40 ï 13.10 in the school sports 

hall. The games were organised by 

Mr. Lynch and Mr. McHugh and all 

junior students participated. It is 

hoped that this will continue next 

year and that a school soccer team 

may be organised to compete in a 

weekly external league. Any players 

interested should make this known 

in the first week of school next year.  



 

On Wednesday the 18th of May 2011 1J1 put on a puppet show for the opening of the library. Our 

school arranged lots of famous people to come in and watch, including Tomas Brady and Joey Boland 

who are two Dublin hurlers that helped Dublin win the Allianz Hurling League trophy that they brought 

with them. Orla Kehily our principal,  Kevin O Meara the previous principal, Jacinta Stewart the chief 

executive officer of the CDVEC, Aideen Cassidy the national co-ordinator of the JCSP, Kathleen Moran 

the senior project librarian.  Roisin Shortall T.D Minister of State, Department of health and children 

were the official people at the opening.  

Our principal started off talking about how well Kevin O Meara,  Ms Murphy  and Ms Barrett did in help-

ing to make the library opening possible. The students entertained the adults by reading poems from 

Plunket Prose. The people involved in reading their poems were Aaron Keogh Curtis Delaney and Mi-

chael Myers. After that the students presented flowers and a book to the people that made the library 

opening possible. Then it was time for 1J1 to perform a puppet show from the book óOur Day Outô by 

Willy Russell. It was great. When that was over all the adults and teachers went into the old library for 

a celebration feast. 

By Curtis Delaney 1J1 
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What Is..the Sun?  
 

The sun is an orange dinghy 

sailing across a calm sea. 

 

It is a gold coin  

dropped down a drain in heaven. 

 

It is a yellow beach ball  

kicked high into the summer sky.  

 

It is a red thumb -print 

on a sheet of pale blue paper. 

 

It is the gold top from a milk bottle  

floating on a puddle.  

 

   By Wes Magee 



 

A survey was done this year as well 

as a litter audit which shows that 
thereôs lots we can do to make our 

school more green. Well done to all 

students who took part in our school 
spring clean initiative. This was a 

great start. Next year we will be 
looking at building on this with 

things like more recycling bins and 

better litter management.  
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Plunket College responded very 

positively to the call to recycle old 

phones.  In all 85 phones were 
collected from students.  Irish 

Autism Action presented the 
school with an Apple ipod touch 

(as an appreciation of the amaz-
ing response) to be raffled at the 

Awards Ceremony.  This will be an 

ongoing event and Ms Barrett re-
minds you to bring your old 

phones to the library to support 
this very worthy cause. 

Phone Recycling for 
Irish Autism Action  

Green Schools   

The Rothar Programme ðSchool Completion Programme  

A few weeks ago some students from 2J1 were selected to do 
the Rothar Progamme.  Our instructor was Gabriel and Liz Cro-
nin was there too. Every Monday and Thursday we were at the 
back of the school constructing bikes at break time. We started 
by getting the frames and then the wheels. The wheels were 
flat but we pumped them up with a bike pump.  When we put 
the wheels on we snipped the parts off  which were attached to 
the bike by a cable. Then we put on all the relevant parts such 
as the brakes , gears, the cog and the chain. We used brake 
cables and gear cables which look very similar. How we knew 
the difference between the two cables is: the gear cable is 
skinnier than the brake cable. When we finished we tested it 
out and to everyones surprise it worked. When we finished we 
had to do a safety test to make sure the bike was road worthy. 
We were all happy with the result and we are very thankful to Gabriel our instructor  and to  Liz and Ciara 
for giving us the opportunity to make new bikes. The students involved were Sean 
Keenan, Stephen OôSullivan, Tadgh Godwin, Gavin Kelly and Mark Fitzpatrick. We 

all had fun making our bikes and we give our spe-
cial thanks to Gabriel.     

Written by: Tadgh Godwin 

Gardening  
Since January the school has been 
maintaining a garden in the school 

court yard. In excess of 100 plants 
have been potted thanks to the 

Deputy ïPrincipal Ms. Murphy and 

her team of students and teachers. 
Many of these plants were on dis-

play at the official opening of the 
JCSP Library. Some examples of the 

students work can also be seen at 
the entrance to the school beside 

the school office.  It is hoped to ex-

pand our gardening programme to 
the school allotment in September 

2011 where it is envisaged that a 
wide variety of vegetables will be 

grown. Could any students inter-

ested in learning to grow their own 
vegetables please contact Mr. Lynch 

or Ms. Murphy early in the new 
school year. 



Prizes ranged from óFoot spaô to handbags, orna-
ments, CDôs and many more attractive items.  The 
óculinary skillsô of the COPSY class emerged as 
each member together with many teachers do-
nated some sumptuous ógoodiesô for the event. 
The staff kitchen was a óhive of activityô on the eve 
of the event as class members, assisted by Ms 
Dixon set about decorating all cakes, buns etc. in 
óPinkô. 

At last, the day had arrived and every person at 
the college joined in the excitement, all dressed in 
óPinkô, and enjoyed the óNail paintingô, face paint-
ing, quizzes (How many sweets are in that box?) 
and so on that were provided by members of the 
COPSY class and assisted by some other class 
members.  All students paid ú2 for the privilege of 
ódispensingô with their uniforms for the day and 
ódonningô the Pink.  Class tutor, Sandra OôConnell 
made arrangements for Registered nurse Ursula 
Clancy from the Marie Keating foundation to pro-
vide cancer information and awareness.  The 
nurse gave gave a series of talks throughout the 
day in order to educate, show and highlight the 
importance of being aware of your body.  

On a day that stood out as a resounding success, 
in an otherwise academically challenging year for 

all, funds in the total amount of 
ú3,471.20 were collected.  The col-
lege was honoured by the subse-
quent arrival of Linda Keating, 
daughter of the late Marie Keating 
R.I.P., to collect and gratefully re-
ceive the cheque.  The foundation 
later provided the COPSY class with 

a ñCertificate of Apprecia-
tionò on behalf of the 
Marie Keating Foundation. 

Margaret McManus 

In January 2011, teacher Maria Dixon announced 
her proposal to the Counselling and Psychology 
class that the class would organise a charity event 
in aid of the Marie Keating Foundation.  The pro-
posal was met with much enthusiasm by the class 
and in the following days, the excitement mounted 
as the class planned the event ably assisted by 
Maria Dixon and suggested contributions by the 
class Tutor Sandra OôConnell. 

The Marie Keating Foundation raises much needed 
funds for cancer education and support across Ire-
land.  This work includes a community information 
service which reaches out to men and women with 
the key message of health promotion and the im-
portance of early detection of cancer.  

The Counselling and Psychology class (óCOPSYô) 
together with Ms Dixon planned a ñPink Dayò at 
the college.  All the class would dress in pink for 
the day and as the event was óadvertisedô around 
the college, all students, staff and teachers alike 
ócapturedô the spirit of the event and contributed to 
what was to be a óroaringô success.  Sponsorship 
cards were organised and each member of the 
COPSY class set about collecting funds for the 
event.  Teachers were also enlisted and contrib-
uted in no small measure to the final sum col-
lected.  Each member of 
the COPSY class donated a 
óprizeô for the raffle that 
took place on the day.  

Pink Day  
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